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APPROACHES TO THE INTRODUCTION OF WORDS
or

DECIDING WHICH WORDS Td TEACH FIRST
IN BEGINNING READING INSTRUCTION

Sometime around the child's sixth birthday he ie introduced to the
firet word which he will be expected to learn or to remember as being
one single word separate and different from other words. . Although some

children will have learned some words before they enter achool and will

know how to read to some degree, most w111 not., And although it is true -

that some children will heve learned some words in kindergarten, moat

‘will not have learned any. S0 the topic of this paper 1s one of con~ ’k;
cern primarily to fitst-grade teachers or those who prepage materiels for"'
'.firet-srade 1nstruction since most childten 1earn to read their £1rat |

,‘,words in the firat grade. ;o

In this paper, approachcs to the introduction of*words shall refet';iff.‘
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Approaches which direct primary attention to the language and those

which direct primary attention to the child will be discussed,

Mos) Commonly Used Letter in Written English

The single leﬁter which occurs more often than any 6ther letter in
written Engligsh is the letter e (1). And in most cases it représents‘ﬁhe
vowel sound we hear in pet or leg or elf. One ﬁay make a case that be-
cauge thié e-~the ahorf_g sound-~ig so common, it must be ihtroduced very

early in the reading program, perhaps first. EBarly sentences might be:

Get wet pet or Ten eggs were empty or Extra elephants enter early.

There may be more important concerns.

The Letter Most CdmmonLy Used at the‘Beginhing of Words -

81nca a number of reading authoritiea have stated that the beat single'_iw
cue in the decoding process ie the first letter of the word, parhaps the

first worde ought - to bagin with the 1etter which is most. commonly found

o in the initial position of a word; that 1etter s 8¢ More wotds begin -

with e than with any other letter, The lettor 5 runsg a very. cloee uecond

- ,(g)., Should yout first words all begin with 8 you might hava sentences -

sgch,ase Sally sat silentlz or Send some soda soon. -

'1'  JSound-Lettgr Regularitz
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is maintained'mﬁch more so with consomants than with vowels, Should
your first words begin with some of the letters that consistently Yepre-~
sent the same sound, theh you have more options in deciding which wor;s

to introduce. Using this approach First sentences may be like: Ten big
girls juwped rope or Mom did mot like ainging. |

Spelling,Patterns and Phonograms
| Related to the previous approach 1s the use of spelling patterns,

'There are several spelling patterns which represent uniformity in a 3ivea
combination of letters and are always (almost always) pronounced the aame
*regardless of the word in which they are found (_) For example, in the ,

conaonant-vowe1~consonant (cve) spelling pattern with the an phonogram
| we have words 1ike fan, man. pan, R;gg, or g _25~. In the conaonant»vowe1~
g consoant-final—silent—e (CVCZ) apelling pattern, the words mate, hate. S
fate. or glggg maintain their regularity. In the spalling pattern where
"we have consonant-vowel-vowel-consonant(GVVC) the regularity 1s not as
fgreat (note g;ggg), but some of the vowel combinations auch as oa n

boat. goat. or float are gogd.‘ And 1n the conaonant vnwel (OV) pattern ”;f

;~, vfound in éeveral common short words such as. he or ELJ or in many syllablesrp,r f3

' ”"?f surh ae ;;,in giggg ‘ also have consiatancy 1n sound~1etter relationshi‘
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length and introduce them in order, one-letter worde such as I and g
introduced first. two lutter words such as he, me, be, hy, my, to, is,
or, in, on, it or of nexkt, etc. The problem with this approach is that
you would have to introduce the fifteen or wore one- and two-letter
words without any hope of putting these words;cogctne: to form acntences,
since they are nearly all function words., And you encounter another
problem when you move to the three-letter words, there cre hundreds of
thcn; it would be a problem deciding which fron among them should be -
introduced first. Also, it is incorract to assume that short words are
casier to learn simply becanse they are short, Our most commcn short
words are wocds to vhich no concrete referent may be attached. Common
short words such as to, of, ig, ghg,yggg. and had are cctually‘hard'wondc,

to learn.

Imagery Lecell |

‘ Another aspecc to conaider is the imagery level of words and the
degree to which this should influence our choice of those beginning |
worda. Most of our content words are worde of some imagery level. where-
a8 our function words have little or no imagery. Fot example the noun,
'table ia a high—imagery word, 80 is man. Wotds cuch aa the, and, of, to;,  

nic Ly and whegg ate words to which No object. action. or description s

4/i;may be attached and conseqvently it ia not possible to conjure up a mental,“f";ojff

!‘?f imasei'f a the or a which'
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ride orange school busgs are two examples,

The approaches discussed thus far have been based on features of
our'Bnglieh‘language. Some approaches that focus mora specifically on

the child will be considered next,

Articulation

Most children can articulate (pronounce) all the sounds of English
by the time they bagin grade ona. However, some children cannot, and the
sounds with which they have the most diffieuity are usually those repre-
sented 1o writing by x, 1, th, wh, and t1 (5). Since some children have
‘trouble with these sounds, it may be'reasonable to postpone the 1ntro-

duction of words which contain these lettera; words 1ike xrun, ggykgg.
‘yggggb,and ligg;g, for example. would be delayed. Very fow childten will ~
have difficulty in articulating the sounda of their lenguage beyond the
seventh birthday.

e wofd Fteguencz ‘

Another popular approach 19 to introduce those words on aome list

i Such lists ere usually derived from aome larse corpus of worde as found

1n the epeech of children or adults (Q,_l. _), th’fwriting»of childten
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cat, cow, whales, camels, lion, horsu, secl, or pigs, 2) words concern-

ing unusual and/or faraway places such as Japan, jungiee. or Mexico, 3)

1iving things other than animals such as bee, trees, flower, robins, octo-
pgg;‘or 4) words related to.eporte or recreational accivitiee such as gg;;,l
baseball, bat, or play (14). |
| The worde chosen by the child will be very high imegery cohcene
Worde—-ueealiy;noune~-and they will be words of much interest to the
child, Sometimes these worde‘are also personal words such as the name

of & friend or relative or the name of a streat.

_ Achieving the Necessary Balance |
| | Sooe of the reeeone'for gelacting certain words are more appropriate
than others. Some approaches such as introducing words on the beeie of
word 1ength eay be rejecred completely. And other approaches euch as
1ntroduc1ng words on the basis of rhe mogt commonly used letter or~the
most common beginning 1etter, may have some merit, but ere 11ke1y to be
rejected aleo. This leaves aix approachee to the 1ntroduction of words
which remein to be diacussed in order of 1mportance.

Probably the best meane of establiehing some kind of a liet oE thoeep

firet worde--thoee first 30 or 40 worde--for reading would be to beee

: ‘, them on the child's preference and on word frequency. , By 1ntroduc1ng the

‘fffchilg’e preferred or pereonally selected worde you maintein a high degree;;‘d

o of‘i tereet 1n ;he reading aet and byfintroducingfthose,very mostfcommon
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If a child exhibits ona of the more common articulation difficulties,

it may be wise to delay words which are difficult to pronounce, It may
even be well to delay words which contain the difficult sounds until ths
child cen‘pronounce'them. However, difficulty in pronuncietion need

not be a deterrent to learhing. to read.

Should the teacher want to continue the teaching of rsading by using
the child's language exclusively, then the langnage experience approach
may be employed. For those who prefer to uge publiehed programs,
their selection of the program will probably be based on other consider~
ations which follow.

.- Whileethe child's preferred worde and common function words provide
a basis for selecting the very‘beginning vocabulary, it ialreesonable
to consider additionel words on the'besie‘of letter—ooun&,;ggularity and
epelling’patterne; such words,mey well make use of common'phonograne.
It 1s possible to introduce worde nnich ere consistant in'their 1etter‘
eound relationships, common words 1n the child'e vocabulary. end are alao
worde of high 1megery. In other worda, the approachee to the introductionh;

of worde presented here are not mutually exolueiye.o It ie entiroly poe- _

‘ ['eible to‘identify end introduce to the beginning reader worde which (1)

‘ i maintain sound letter correspondence, (2) employ more comnon spelling

f‘pettern. (3) have a high imagery 1eve1. (4) ere easily pronounced by the
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